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tries, cooler counsels prevailed at Paris. Boulanger's credit
sank more rapidly than it had risen,, and Franco-German
tension became less strained. But it was during this period
that the first steps took place which may be regarded as the
beginnings of Franco-Russian rapprochement, which later
was extended to include England and thus formed ulti-
mately the Triple Entente. The domination of the Eastern
Empires was coming to an end,
orntcly planned to provoke the French into a serious indiscretion in
order to assist the passage of the German Army Bill by the Reichstag,
The dates are conclusive. The Army Bill passed on March 11. Bis-
nuirck know nothing about the Sdmaebole espionage case until March
12. Sclmaebele was not arrested until April 20, and was set free eight
days later, For a French view, see Bourgeois et Pages, pp. 225-229.